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Toxic ‘Forever Chemicals’ Found in Donate 


Thousands of Private Wells Near U.S. Now NAR E 
Military Bases You make the 
difference. 


Nearly 3,000 private wells located near 63 U.S. military bases are contaminated with PFAS 
“forever chemicals” at levels higher than what federal regulators consider safe for drinking, 
according to an Environmental Working Group analysis of U.S. Department of Defense data. 
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Low Levels of Lead 


By Patricia Kime 


Water tests show nearly 3,000 private wells located near 63 active and former 


U.S. military bases are contaminated with “forever chemicals” at levels higher Linked to 765 

. BP Million Lost IQ 
than what federal regulators consider safe for drinking. Points in Kids 5 

and Under 
According to the Environmental Working Group (EWG), a Washington, D.C.- Wade Gardasiis 
based nonprofit that analyzed the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) testing Gaw HPV Vaccine: 
data, 2,805 wells spread across 29 states were contaminated with at least one of Saa a i 
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two types of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, above 4 parts per Deceptive Ad 
trillion, a limit proposed earlier this year by the U.S. Environmental Protection oe and 


Agency (EPA). EPA ‘Safe’ Limits 
for Pesticides on 


That new drinking water standard is expected to take effect by the end of the Food Geared 


year. Toward Adults, 
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But contamination in those wells was lower than the 70 parts per trillion MORE VIEWS 


threshold the Pentagon uses to trigger remediation. 
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EWG researchers said they did not know how many people rely on the wells for Get FREE News & 
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drinking, cooking and bathing, but the 76 tested locations represent just a 
fraction of the private wells near 714 current or former military sites spread 
across the U.S. 


According to EWG, Texas had nearly a third of the contaminated wells, with 909. 


Researchers recorded clusters of tainted wells in both urban and rural areas, 
from Riverside County and Sacramento in California to Rapid City, South Dakota 
and Helena, Montana. 


“They are going to have to test more bases,” said Jared Hayes, a senior policy SIGN UP 


analyst with EWG, in an interview with KFF Health News. “Those 2,805 are going 


to be a small number when they start testing drinking water wells near every 


single base.” 
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chemicals. 

The DOD is a major contributor of PFAS pollution nationwide — the result of 
spills, dumping, or use of industrial solvents, firefighting foam and other 
substances that contain what has been dubbed forever chemicals because they 
do not break down in the environment and can accumulate in the human body. 


Exposure to PFAS has been associated with health problems such as decreased 
response to vaccines, some types of cancer, low birth weight and high blood 
pressure during pregnancy, according to a report published last year by the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 


A study published this year linked testicular cancer in military personnel to 
exposure to PFOS, the main type of PFAS chemical used in firefighting foam. 


In July, a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) study estimated that at least 45% of U.S. 
tap water contains at least one type of PFAS chemical. 


USGS researchers tested 716 locations nationwide and found the forever 
chemicals more frequently in samples that were collected near urban areas and 
potential sources of PFAS like military installations, airports, industrial sites and 
wastewater treatment plants, according to Kelly Smalling, a USGS research 
chemist and lead author of the study. 


“We knew we would find PFAS in tap water,” she told KFF Health News in July. 
“But what was really interesting was the similarities between the private wells 
and the public supply.” 


Drinking water sources near military installations that test above 70 parts per 
trillion draw immediate action from the DOD. Those responses include 
providing alternate drinking water sources, treatment or water filtration 
systems. 


Below that threshold, federal officials leave it up to homeowners to weigh and 
mitigate the health risks of contamination, Hayes said. 


“It's unclear what, if anything, these private individuals are being advised,” Hayes 
said. “If DoD is saying that 70 parts per trillion is the level they are going to 
provide clean water ... the understanding would be if it’s below that, it must be 
fine. 


The Pentagon bases its 70 parts per trillion standard for PFOS and PFOA 
chemicals on a 2016 health advisory issued by the EPA. Officials have said 
they’re waiting for the new federal standard to go into effect before changing 
DOD parameters. 


The DOD did not respond by publication deadline to questions about EWG's 
findings, or how it will address the new EPA limits. 


“The Wuhan Cover-Up” 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
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While EWG's examination found that thousands of wells contained PFAS at 
levels above the new EPA standard, but below the military’s 70 ppt threshold for 
action, it also learned that the DOD had found 1,800 private wells that 
registered higher than 70 ppt and had provided mitigation services to the 
owners of those wells. 


Hayes said the combined levels of PFOS and PFOA in some wells were as high as 
10,000 ppt. 


Hayes Said it’s unclear how long people near those military sites have been 
drinking contaminated water. “Chances are it’s been years, decades,” he said. 


Federal law requires public water systems to be monitored regularly for 
pollutants, but private wells have no similar requirements. 


Hayes recommended that people who live near any current or former military 
installations and use a well for their drinking water have their water tested and 
use a filter designed specifically to remove PFAS. 


According to the DOD PFAS remediation website, as part of its ongoing 
investigation and remediation effort, it has closed contaminated wells, installed 
new water sources and treated drinking water on military bases. 


According to the Pentagon, it is working “to ensure no one on-base is exposed 
to PFOS or PFOA in drinking water above 7Oppt.” 


“Addressing DoD's PFAS releases is at the core of the Department's commitment 
to protect the health and safety of its Service members, their families, the DoD 
civilian workforce, and the communities in which DoD serves,” Pentagon officials 
said on the site. 


Originally published by KFF Health News. KFF Health News’ Hannah Norman 
contributed to this report. 


Patricia Kime is a freelance writer based in Arlington, Virginia. 
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SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


KFF Health News 


KFF Health News is an independent news service covering health issues. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on 
legal strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those 
injured. We can't do it without your support 
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Children's Health Defense Comment Policy 


We welcome relevant and respectful comments. Off-topic 
comments may be removed. 


Please read our Comment Policy before commenting. 
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What is behind the EPA revising the PFA levels to such a nearly infinitesimally small quantity 
(4 parts per TRILLION)? 


"health problems such as decreased response to vaccines, some types of cancer, low birth 
weight and high blood pressure during pregnancy". 


‘Decreased response to vaccines’? 
... Interesting that vaccine diminishment was their leading issue, eh? 


Please also consider that the leftist totalitarians that have achieved leadership capture of 
nearly every US Government three-letter agency, are constantly designing new regulations to 
support imminent domain, and seizure of private landowner property. 

In example, devastating fines or compliance burdens for small farmers related to wells or 
water usage. 

Many of these far-left agency totalitarians are all-in on depopulating rural areas and herding 
our populations into highly-dense urban UN-model 'Smart Growth cities. (Anti-human) 
Agenda 21 goals. 

The '30 by 30 initiative’ already seeks to expand the total percentage of US land owned by 
the US Government (to 30% by 2030). To be followed by the '50 by 50 goal’ (50% by 2050). 
Would not recalibrating the EPA standards of water purity to impossibly strict new 
standards allow the Gov to condemn and seize thousands of square miles around any 
military installation? 


‘Behind the Green Mask' by Rosa Koire describes the breadth of strategies the globalist 
totalitarians are leveraging under the guise of wholesome-sounding 
‘green/environmental/climate/planet safety’ planning or 'scenic byways' or ‘land use 
justice/equity’. 

Question every announcement, policy change, or grant that our Government issues. 
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South Dakota has a multitude of related issues going on. Worth a statewide investigation, 
including reservation areas. Of course, the Kochs are aboard (ALEC), so ... good luck with all 
that. 
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Children’s Health Defense® is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

Our mission is to end childhood health epidemics by working 

aggressively to eliminate harmful exposures, hold those 

responsible accountable and establish safeguards to prevent 

future harm. We fight corruption, mass surveillance and TAKE ACTION 


censorship that put profits before people as well as advocate for 
worldwide rights to health freedom and bodily autonomy. 
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